
MJSW Submission Guidelines – Spring 2012 Issue 

Please contact us at umsswjournal@gmail.com for questions about the guidelines. 
The official journal website is http://mjsw.wordpress.com. Revised September 1, 2011. 

 
WHO: Current MSW and Joint Social Work PhD students; U-M graduate students in 
other programs (e.g., Education, Law, Public Health, Public Policy, Rackham, etc.) can 
also submit as long as the paper is relevant to social work and social welfare.  
 
WHAT: We are looking for a variety of work that will best showcase your wide range 
of knowledge and skills as it relates to social work, and the only way to make sure this 
happens is to have plenty of submissions! (Only one submission per student.)  
 
We accept papers that focus on research, evaluation, intervention, policy or advocacy 
plans. We also allow commentary submissions as long as it state facts and include 
sources. You can submit group papers, with the written consent of all authors on the 
paper. It can also be papers you are currently writing or previously written. 
 
WHEN: The final deadlines to submit paper submission is Friday, January 6, 2012. We 
highly encourage August 2011 and December 2011 graduates to submit in this round.  

 
HOW: Follow these instructions and send by email to umsswjournal@gmail.com: 
 Cover sheet with the title, your name, phone number, email address (campus 

and personal), practice method(s) & practice area, and expected graduation date. 
 Papers should be at least 3,000 words and use APA Style (6th edition) citation.  
 Formatting should include 12-point font, double-spaced, and one-inch margins.  
 Save as a Word Document and name the file ‘Lastname_Firstname_mjswpaper’ 
 Please limit the amount of tables, graphs, and photographs, if applicable.  
 Name the title of your email ‘Paper Submission – Spring 2012’ 

 
CONTENT: Papers will be evaluated based on methodology, content, overall theme 
and the argument presented. Students are encouraged to visit the Sweetland Writing 
Center for assistance with formatting and writing. Students are also encouraged to visit 
the Center for Statistical Consultation and Research for help with qualitative and 
quantitative data collection and analysis. If your paper is selected for publication, then 
you will be required to work with an assistant editor, who will help you with revisions. 
Please see the outline of our grading rubric on how we review and select submissions.   
 
ETHICS: Papers involving human subjects should include approval from the 
University of Michigan Health Sciences and Behavioral Sciences Institutional Review 
Board. Students can receive more information on this process by visiting their website. 
Students should allow adequate time to receive approval from IRB. 
 
If work is completed under a grant or in collaboration with others, you must show 
written permission that you are free to submit the work. All authors must provide 
written permission from the copyright holder to publish anything covered under 
copyright. Authors must also submit a credit line for each image. 
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COPYRIGHT: As an open-access journal, authors have greater control over their work. 
Authors have the right to adapt and share their work in other publications as long as 
they attribute the original article to the MJSW. View Creative Commons License here. 

 

 
SOCIAL WORK GRADING RUBRIC: The editorial board uses these four factors to 
rate overall quality and scholarship. Prospective authors should meet all of these 
requirements to increase their chances of publishing in the journal. 

I.     SOCIAL WORK RELEVANCE (WEIGHT: 30%) 

• Does the author “take a stand” on an important social work issue? 
• Are recommendations provided?  (i.e., “Where does social work go from here?”) 
• Does the writer discuss the relevance to social justice issues, and/or provide 

recommendations to a more socially just society? 

II.    STRENGTH OF ARGUMENT (WEIGHT: 30%) 

• How well does author present and draw from theory when developing main 
arguments? 

• How well does author substantiate arguments with logic?  With outside sources? 
• How appropriate is the chosen methodology?  How well is the methodology 

explained (if applicable)? 

III. ORIGINALITY AND CONTRIBUTION TO KNOWLEDGE (WEIGHT: 30%) 

• Does the author make a significant new contribution to the knowledge in the field? 
• Is there anything novel about the approach of the study (e.g. type of data used; 

methodology employed; attacks social problem in a new way; relaxes assumptions 
of previous studies to reconsider old results; cross-disciplinary utilization of research 
techniques?) 

IV. CLARITY OF PRESENTATION (WEIGHT: 10%) 

• Does the composition of the article enhance its clarity and tone? 
• Is the choice of words culturally sensitive to diverse populations? 
• Is the writing well organized, editorially sound, and in APA style? 
• Does the author appropriately address the reader’s knowledge or lack thereof? 
• Does the author use grammar and citation properly? 
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