
 

6 | Michigan Journal of Social Work and Social Welfare, Volume II, Issue I 
 

LETTER FROM THE EDITORS 

 
This volume of the Michigan Journal of Social Work and Social 
Welfare is dedicated to the University of Michigan School of Social 
Work’s 90th Anniversary, which honors the futures of social work 
education and practice. It provides a scholarly venue for MSW and 
doctoral students to showcase their research and reflect on their 
perspectives on the direction that social work is or should be taking. 
It also expresses student voices on critical issues that are often 
overlooked in mainstream social work publications.  

Therefore, this issue represents a wide range of topics and 
interests that are often difficult to capture in one journal. The strong 
commitment this journal has to embracing and furthering social 
work discourse, self-reflection, and innovation is exemplified by 
student articles that propose new intervention strategies, such as 
making preventative oral health services more accessible to inner-
city and rural communities by licensing mid-level dental providers 
(MDP) in Michigan (p. 84). The articles in this issue illustrate that 
social work is committed to not only providing accessible social 
service, but also promoting a more socially just society through 
research, intervention, and policy. We are proud to be part of a 
publication that embraces the unique contributions that each 
author makes, while simultaneously contributing to a professional 
body of work with cohesive and well-presented arguments and 
proposals.   

Airika Crawford offers an in-depth evaluation of the history of 
restorative practice and how it can be used as an intervention in 
youth violence and other crimes. Leo Esclamado reveals the myriad 
of challenges of community-based political advocacy in the wake of 
a massive environmental disaster in the Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
off the Gulf Coast in the spring of 2010. Aisha Hunter examines the 
weaknesses of health care policies for foster care youth. Huiyun 
Kim investigates the role of racial segregation and other 
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environmental factors affecting the high obesity levels in African-
American female adolescents. Christine Suave explores second 
parent adoption, a protection currently illegal in Michigan for 
children whose parents are unmarried or same sex couples. Finally, 
Renee Tetrick proposes the use of mid-level dental providers as a 
possible solution for meeting the dental health care needs of 
vulnerable and marginalized populations. We will also publish a 
second issue of this 90th Anniversary volume in the autumn of 
2011. Please enjoy these six articles by the students and graduates. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
MJSW Editorial Board 


